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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

listing of Claims: 

1. (canceled) 

2. (currently ammded) A valve assembly as claimed in claim [[1]] 12, wherein the 
valve stem coniprises at one end of the [[a]] substantially cylindrical portion hoving at ono ond the 
[[valve]] head portion and at the oth^ end a flared portion which forms the elastically defonnable 
portion* 

3. (original) A valve assembly as claimed in claim 2, wh^n the flared portion is 
substantially cup or hemisphericaUy shaped* 

4. (currently amended) A valve assembly as claimed in claim [[1]] 12, wherein the 
valve stem is hollow with a closed end at the head portion and the ^mg additional biaoing m e ono 
is mounted within the valve stem. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (currently amended) A valve assembly as claimed in claim [[5]] 4, wherein fte 
apring m e ano io a h e liool oomprefloion spring having a valve body end with a larger diamet e p fem^ 
volv e h e ad end so that tfi e a valve head end of the spring [[means]] fits within the valve stem and 
contacts flie closed end of said valve stem portion and [[the]] a valve body end of the spring 
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[[means]] contacts mounting moonfi within th e - valv e body the support plate . 

7. (canceled) 

8. (cnrrenfly amended) A valve assembly as claimed in claim [[?]] 6, wherein flie 
support plate comprises a circular disk which supports [[flie]] ^ open end of the valve stem and 
also inolud e o a central post over which the valve body end of the spring [[means]] is positioned. 

9. (currently amended) A valve assembly oa oloim e d in claim 7 . comiirisine: 
a valve body including a valve seat surrounding a valve outlet: 

a valve stem having a head portion adapted to contact and form a seal with the valve seat 
when the valve assembly is in a closed state> the valve stem having an elasticallv deformable 
portion which is deformed when the valve assembly is in an onen oosition thereb y pmvidinp; 
restorative force to bias the head portion towards contact with the valve seat: and 

additional biasing means mounted between the valve body and the valve stem to urge the 
head portion towards contact with the valve seat: 

wherein 

the valve stem further comprises a substantially cylindrical portion having at one end the 
[[valve]] head portion and at the other end a flared portion which forms the elastically deformable 
portion^, 

the additional biasing means comprise a substantially cylindrical helical compression soring 
having a diameter smaller than an inner diameter of ttie substantiallv cylindrical portion of the valve 
stem: 

the valve body fturther includes mounting means on which a support plate is mounted: 
the support plate supports a valve body end of the spring: and 

the support plate has a diameter substantially equal to an outer th e outtad e diameter of the 
flared portion of the valve stem and an annular ridge is provided on [[ttiej] a valve stem side of the 
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si^ort plate, the annular ridge having an outer OHtoid e diameter substantially equal to [[the]] gQ 
inner diameter of the flared portion so that the flared portion is siq>ported at [[the]] an outer edge of 
the si^ort plate. 

10. (original) A valve assembly as claimed in claim 9, whereiii the annular rid^ 
has an outwardly sloped outer surface. 

11. (currently amended) A valve assembly as claimed in claim [[7]] 9, wherein the 
valve body comprises an upper plate in which the valve outlet is provided and a support frame 
which suspends the mounting means of the support plate beneath the valve eipemag outlet. 

12. (currently amended) A valve assembly as oloimed in oloim 11 , conaorising: 
a valve bodv includinp a valve seat surrounding a valve outieU 

a valve stem having a head portion adapted to contact and form a seal with the valve seat 
^en the valve assmiblv is in a closed state, the valve stem having an elasticallv deformable 
portion which is deformed when the valve assembly is in an onen position thereby providing a 
restorative fotx» to bias the head portion towards contact with the valve seat: and 

additional biasing means mounted between the valve bodv and the valve stem to urge the 
head portion towards contact with the valve seat; 

whererri 

the additional biasing means comprise a substantially cylindrical helical compression spring 
having a diameter smaller than an inner diam^er of a substantially cylindrical portion of the valve 
stem: 

the valve body further inclxides mounting means on which a support plate is mounted: 
the support plate supports a valve bodv end of the soring; 

the valve bodv further comprises an upper plate in which the valve outiet is provided and a 
sut^port frame which suspends the moun titipr men ns of the support plate beneath the valve outiet: 
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and 

the siqqport frame comprises at least three support posts extending substantially 
peipendiciilarly fiom the upper plate, [[the]] distal ends of adjacent said siq)port posts being 
connected by joining members which fonn said s^^ect mounting nneans for said support plate. 

13. (currently amended) [[A]] In combination, a fluid outlet port including [[the]] a 
valve assembly aooording to olaim 1 and an outlet conduit connector adapted for connection to the 
outlet port, wherein 

the valve assmiblv comprising: 
x;.. a valve body including a valve seat surrounding a valve outlet; 

a valve stem having a head portion adapted to contact and form a seal with 
the valve seat when flie valve assembly is in a closed state, the valve stem having an 
elasticallv defomiable portion which is deformed when the valve assembly is in an 
open position thereby providinjg a restorative force to bias the head portion towards 
oontact with the valve scat: and 

an additional biasinp; element mounted between the valve body and the valve 
stem to urge the head portion towards contact with the valve seat and 
the outlet conduit connector includes an engagement element whic h, whm the outlet 
conduit connector is rfmnected to the outlet port engages with the valvo ot e m head portion of the 
valve stem and moves the valve assembly to the open position. 

14. (new) A valve assembly as claimed in claim 9» wherein the flared portion is 
substantially cup or hemispherically shaped. 

15. (new) A valve assembly as claimed in claim 9, wherein the valve stem is hollow 
with a closed end at tiie head portion and the spring is mounted within the valve stem. 
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16. (new) A valve assembly as claimed in claim 15, wherein a valve head end of the 
spring fits within fhe valve stem and contacts the closed end of said valve stem and a valve body 
end of the spring contacts the support plate, 

17. (new) A valve assembly as clahned in claim 16, wherein the support plate 
comprises a circular disk which supports an open end of the valve stem and a central post over 
which the valve body end of the spring is positioned. 

18. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 13, wherein the valve stem conoprises a 
substantially cylindrical portion having at one end the head portion and at the other end a flared 
poition which forms the elastically deformable portion. 

19. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 18, wheiein tiie flared portion is 
substantially cup or h»iispherically sh^ed. 

20. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 13, wherein the valve stem is hollow 
^ ' with a closed end at the head portion and the additional biasing element is mounted within the valve 

stem. 

21. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 13, wherein the additi<mal biasing 
element is a helical compression spring having a valve body end with a larger diameter than a valve 
head end thereof. 

22. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 1 8, wherein 

the additional biasing element is a helical compression spring having a diameter smaller 
than an inside diameter of the substantially cyhndrical poxtion of tiie valve stem; and 

the valve body mcludes a mounting element and a support plate which is mounted on said 
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moimliiig element and supports a valve body end of the spring. 

23. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 22, wherein the support plate comprises 
a central post over which the valve body end of the spring is positioned. 

24. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 22» wherein the support plate has a 
diameter substantially equal to an outer diameter of the flared portion of the valve stem and an 
annular ridge is provided on a valve stem side of the support plate, the annular ridge having an 
outer diameta: substantially equal to an inn^ diameter of the flared portion so that the flared 
portion is supported at an outer edge of the support plate. 

25. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 24, wherem the annular ridge has an 
outwardly sloped outer surfiace. 

26. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 24, wherein the valve body comprises an 
iqiper plate in which the valve outlet is provided and a support frame which suspends the mounting 
element and the support plate beneath the valve outlet. 

27. (new) A combination as claimed in claim 26, wherein the support frame comprises 
at least three support posts lending downwardly from ttie upper plate, distal ends of adjacent said 
support posts being connected by joining members which form said mounting element for said 
siqiport plate. 
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